CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
December 1, 2025
CITY OF MELVERN

THE CITY COUNCIL MEETING was called to order at 7:00PM. Council Members Dan Bowers and Frank
Warner were present. Derek Haines joined by phone. Jerry Beeman and Kim Speer were absent. Mayor Eric
Vogeler was also present.

OTHERS PRESENT: Tamara Massey (City Clerk), Evan Godderz (City Attorney) and members of the Public.

As the first act of business, the City Clerk swore in Katina Brown (newly elected Councilwoman), Dan Bowers
(re-elected Councilman) and Eric Vogeler (elected Mayor)

MINUTES: Bowers made a motion to approve the minutes of the November meeting, seconded by Warner,
Motion carried 3-0.

TREASURER REPORT: Warner made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented, Seconded by
Bowers, Motion carried 3-0

PAID BILLS: Warner made a motion to approve the Paid Bills and approve payment of the Unpaid Bills,
Seconded by Bowers. Motion carried 3-0.

PUBLIC COMMENTS —

Marcia Patterson — Discussed the improvements made to the city park so far this year. An amount of just over
$4,000 left. She would like to use these funds to put metal siding on the bandstand. Warner made a motion to
use leftover funds to side the bandstand, Seconded by Bowers. Carried 4-0. She also discussed small future
improvements and let council know that a bench has been donated to the Hub area. The Council thanked Marcia
for all her hard work on this project in securing donations, coordinating improvements and her donated labor
towards the project. Council asked about the poles and shade canopy that was sent (wrong size) and has since
been replaced by the correct size. Marcia said the company never responded to her question of what to do with
the wrong items sent. Since the company has been paid and project is completed, they do not want them back.
Vogeler suggested that the school could use those to make a shaded outdoor area for students to eat lunch.
Marcia said they would need to adjust and fix the equipment to be usable.

Robert Bradley — Melvern township is needing a place to meet for their monthly board meetings. The annex is
now being rented out to a new business. He said the township had been paying $250 per year for rental. They
would like to rent the City Hall back room. They meet the 2" Monday at 8pm monthly. Bowers made a
motion to allow the Melvern Township use of City Hall back room for board meetings at the rental rate of $250
per year, seconded by Warner. Carried 4-0. Rob will come in to get a key, and meetings will begin this month.

Marie Burnett — Asked questions about enforcement of the new dog tag ordinance and if there was a limit to
number of dogs a family could have before it was considered a kennel. City clerk will research the issue.

Joe Lusby — Notified the council that he was working on getting his Building Inspector License and would be
available if the city would need services.

ATTORNEYS REPORT-Discussed court docket.
MAYOR’S REPORT-

Ordinance 469- Bowers made a motion to adopt Ordinance 469 water rate increase effective January 1, 2026,
Seconded by Warner. Carried 4-0.



202 SE Oak- Reported animal abuse of dogs, cats and chickens. Sheriff’s office had been called, because there
was shelter with food/water, they could not do anything but would forward complaint to County Attorney.
Mayor directed the City Clerk to contact landowner regarding the complaints. A local resident offered to re-
home and even pay to move animals. Mayor also discussed the need for an Animal Shelter in Osage County
with the County Commissioners.

The evening before Thanksgiving he was notified of a water line break at Pine/Emporia St. He was able to
acquire help in getting it fixed. He requested pay for the individuals who came out to help. (Rob Bradley $100,
Ty Calderwood $200, Colton Vogeler $100).

Discussed a power pole knocked down by wind at the grader building.

Checked with County Commissioners on the need for a Sheriff Sale on the vacant homes with unpaid taxes in
Melvern.

A list of 32 properties in Ordinance Violations was presented to Council.

Noted that 110 SW Maple had a new shed that did not have a building permit. He notified landowner.

SE Fox Street is in dire need of Chip/Seal. Requested that it be added to the list of street work for 2026.

The Street Light at Mayes/Lincoln has been fixed.

EMPLOYEE REPORTS —

GARY KITT — Absent

TAMARA MASSEY —

Business Christmas Decorating Contest.

Updated council on Ordinance letters and violations

Requested approval of CMB license applications. Bowers made a motion to approve 2026 CMB licenses for
Melvern Mart/Jones Service Station/Titi’s Mexican Cuisine, Seconded by Warner. Carried 4-0.

Presented Thank you cards from MDCV FFA and Melvern Pride.

2026 Dog Tags are now available. 2026 Dog Tag notices are being sent to paper for publication and put on
social media and Website advising citizens of the new January 31 deadline.

COUNCIL REPORTS WERE HEARD

DEREK HAINES — Requested that the city return the $500 check received in January 2025 back to the
recreation commission that was never cashed due to the Disc Golf sponsorship with the school falling through.
Derek left the council meeting by phone at 8:05pm

DAN BOWERS - Questioned container buildings being allowed in City. Clerk advised that they needed to
obtain a building permit, however there were no ordinances currently banning them.

NEW BUSINESS —

At 8:07pm Bowers made a motion to adjourn into executive session about non-elected personnel for 5 minutes,
Seconded by Warner. Carried 3-0. Public and City Clerk left the meeting. At 8:13pm Bowers made a motion
to return to regular session, Seconded by Warner. Motion carried 3-0. City Clerk rejoined the meeting. Warner
made a motion to give a 90 cent per hour raise to the 3 Full Time personnel to take affect January 2026. Bowers
Seconded. Carried 3-0. All other employees remain at same pay.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS- Contract Update with Kwi-Kom Fiber

BOWERS MADE MOTION TO ADJOURN, SECONDED BY WARNER, MOTION CARRIED 3-0.

ATTEST:

Tamara Massey, City Clerk
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